
CITY OF LYNNWOOD

CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

July 13, 2009
10.
CALL TO ORDER - The July 13, 2009 Business Meeting of the Lynnwood City Council, held in the Council Chambers of Lynnwood City Hall, was called to order by Mayor Gough at 7:00 p.m. The flag salute was led by Councilmember Mark Smith.
20.


	ROLL CALL
	Others Attending:

	Mayor Don Gough
	Parks & Recreation Director Sordel

	Council President Ruth Ross
	Economic Development Director Kleitsch

	Council Vice President Stephanie Wright
	Public Works Director Franz

	Councilmember Ted Hikel
	Deputy PW Director Elekes

	Councilmember Loren Simmonds
	City Attorney Frimodt

	Councilmember Jim Smith
	Deputy Police Chief Stanifer

	Councilmember Mark Smith
	Project Manager Mach

	Councilmember Lisa Utter
	

	
	Public Facilities District Board:

	Council Assistant Beth Morris
	Grant Dull, Executive Director

	Executive Asst. Stephanie Simpson
	Robert Fuller, Board Member


____________________________________________________________________________________

30.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Motion made by Councilmember Simmonds, seconded by Councilmember Hikel, to approve the minutes of the Business Meeting 6/22/2009, Special Work Session 6/23/2009, Special Business Meeting 6/29/2009, Work Session 6/29/2009, Special Work Session 7/6/2009, and the Work Session 7/6, 2009. Motion passed unanimously.
40. MESSAGES AND PAPERS FROM THE MAYOR - None
50.
COUNCIL COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
50.1 Ruth Ross thanked the staff and volunteers for their hard work at the Star Spangled Celebration. She also reported that the Arts Commission had their all-day workshop on Saturday at a park on the water with some very good results.
50.2 Stephanie Wright invited everyone to the Daleway Spray Park dedication on July 18 from 10 to 1 p.m.

50.3 Ted Hikel reminded everyone that the meetings are televised on both Comcast and on Verizon FIOS. He welcomed representatives of the press to the meeting tonight and invited them to come back any time.

50.4 Loren Simmonds asked Lynn Sordel to remind everyone that on Friday, August 14 the Parks and Recreation Foundation will host its first annual Par 4 Kids Golf Tournament at the Lynnwood Municipal Golf Course. Lunch will be served at 11:30. There will be an 18-hole shotgun scramble event with proceeds are going to the recreation benefit fund. Registration information can be found on the city’s website. Lynn Sordel also announced that the Recreation Conservation Advisory Board awarded two grants to the City of Lynnwood for the development of the Doc Hageman Park and the development of the Stadler Ridge Park. Councilmember Simmonds reported that Shop-with-a-Cop generated over $4,000.

50.5 Mark Smith commended the Parks and Recreation department for the July 4 celebration. He also reported that the Shop-with-a-Cop garage sale was a great event.

50.6 Lisa Utter had no comments.

50.7 Jim Smith had no comments.

60. PRESENTATIONS AND PROCLAMATIONS 
A. Proclamation: Parks and Recreation Month

Vice President Stephanie Wright read the Proclamation recognizing July as Parks and Recreation Month in the City of Lynnwood and encouraging all citizens to join in participating in and supporting the many recreational programs and facilities provided by the public and private agencies.

Motion made by Councilmember Hikel, seconded by Council President Ross, that the Council concur in the proclamation. Motion passed unanimously.

B. Presentation: AWC Well City Award
Councilmember Hikel announced that the City of Lynnwood received a Well City Award from the Association of Washington Cities Employees Benefit Trust. The City of Lynnwood also received this award in 2008 and 2003. He presented the plaque to the Mayor on behalf of the City.

70. WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS AND PETITIONS - None
80.
CITIZENS COMMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
80.1
Alvin Rutledge, 7101 Lake Ballinger Way, Edmonds, discussed plans for a jail in the north part of King County. He commented on the number of candidates running for the position of mayor. He encouraged the Council to continue with their good work. 
90.
BUSINESS ITEMS AND OTHER MATTERS

90.1 UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGENDA
Councilmember Utter moved for unanimous consent of the following items:

A. Reappointment: Lynnwood Public Facilities District Boardmember

Confirm the re-appointment of Robert Fuller to the Lynnwood Public Facilities District Board of Directors, Position 5.

B.  Contract Renewal for Armored Car Services

Authorize the Mayor to approve the daily rate increases and extend the contract for an additional two (2) years, expiring July 31, 2011.

C.  Custody Officer Position

Approve the addition of a custody officer position to provide electronic home detention and community service sentencing alternatives - for the purpose of enhancing the home detention program.

D.  Resolution:  Jail Commitments/Probation

Approve Resolution #2009-15 supporting jail commitments and probation changes as set forth in the resolution.

E. Voucher Approval

Approve claims and payroll in the amount of $3,773,246.96 and $1,120,897.76 and $1,135,779.96 respectively, and that the lists be made a part of the record of this Council meeting.

Councilmember Jim Smith asked to removed items A and D. Councilmember Utter noted that if they removed A and D, they also needed to remove C. Councilmember Hikel objected to removing these items from the consent agenda at all due to the timing of this request. 

Motion made by Council President Ross, seconded by Councilmember Utter, to remove items A, C, and D from the agenda and handle them immediately following the consent agenda. Motion carried. 

Consent Agenda Items B and E were approved unanimously.
A. Reappointment: Lynnwood Public Facilities District Boardmember
Councilmember Mark Smith moved to approve the re-appointment of Robert Fuller to the Lynnwood Public Facilities District Board of Directors, Position 5. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Hikel. 

Councilmember Mark Smith spoke in support of Robert Fuller’s re-appointment.
Councilmember Jim Smith thanked Mr. Fuller for the excellent job he has done and to highly recommend him for re-appointment. 
Councilmember Mark Smith thanked Councilmember Jim Smith for removing this from the agenda in order to personally thank Mr. Fuller. 

Motion passed unanimously.
D.  Resolution:  Jail Commitments/Probation

Motion made by Councilmember Utter to approve Resolution #2009-15 supporting jail commitments and probation changes as set forth in the resolution. The motion was seconded by Council President Ross.

Councilmember Utter stated that they are advising for a reduction in sentences in misdemeanors, when there is no adverse impact on public safety, and an increase in home detention and alternative community services. 

Council President Ross remarked that this was brought forward by the police department and the judge as a way to provide some direction and flexibility for him in his sentencing. She spoke in favor of this as a way to show support for the judge in his decisions. She briefly discussed escalating jail costs and the need to take steps to get them under control.

Councilmember Hikel reiterated what Council President Ross said. He also mentioned the fact that the resolution only supports the power the judge already has. The judge has asked for concurrence by the Council and that’s what this is about.

Councilmember Jim Smith said he has a lot of respect for both the judge and the police. He had an issue with the fact that this is being driven economically and feels that the Council should keep their hands out of this. He restated that the judge already has the authority to make these changes if he so desires. He also referred to the number of cases that have been dumped on the City by the County which has created a problem.
Councilmember Simmonds added that the resolution before the Council is designed to serve only as an interim solution. He felt that this would help to relieve some of the budget stress for the police department.

Councilmember Hikel commented that this is not just a problem of money, but it is also a problem of space. He expressed his support for the action.

Council Vice President Wright requested a roll call vote. 

Upon a roll call vote, the motion carried (6-1)

Yes – Ted Hikel, Ruth Ross, Loren Simmonds, Mark Smith, Lisa Utter, Stephanie Wright

No – Jim Smith

C.  Custody Officer Position
Motion made by Council President Ross, seconded by Council Vice President Wright, to approve the addition of a custody officer position to provide electronic home detention and community service sentencing alternatives - for the purpose of enhancing the home detention program.
Council President Ross stated that this additional officer would allow us to expand and enhance the provisions of our electronic home detention monitoring and community service alternatives to incarceration.

Councilmember Hikel requested a roll call vote.

Upon a roll call vote, the motion carried unanimously (7-0).

90.2 PUBLIC HEARINGS OR MEETINGS 
A.
Hearing and Ordinance: Six (6) Year Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP)

Mayor Gough opened the hearing at 7:38 p.m. He stated the purpose of the hearing and the order of speaking. He then introduced Assistant Public Works Director Jeff Elekes, Public Works Director Bill Franz, Project Manager David Mach.

Staff Presentation: Project Manager David Mach introduced the Six-Year TIP as contained in the Council’s packet on pages 90.2A. Planning Commission has recommended approval with the additional recommendation to consider directing staff to review the feasibility for mid-block crossings throughout the City, specifically on 176th Street SW between Highway 99 and 44th Avenue West to include any feasible mid-block crossings as projects on year’s TIP. Mr. Mach stated that if the Council wants to move forward with this recommendation, staff’s recommendation would be to look at mid-block crossings at more of a citywide level. They would then conduct a prioritization of different locations around the City that would be feasible locations as well as crossing alternatives.
Mayor Gough solicited any written materials that had been submitted. There were none.
Public Comment:

Al Rutledge, 7101 Lake Ballinger Way, Edmonds, spoke in support of looking at the improvements six years out. He recommended getting more of the public involved in the transportation planning.
Council Questions:
Councilmember Mark Smith asked about the letters in the funded column on the list on page 90.2A-2. Mr. Mach replied that the “Y” stands for Yes, “N” stands for No and “P” stands for Partially Funded. Councilmember Mark Smith asked if there is a level of funding that a project has to reach before it is considered Partially Funded. Mr. Mach replied that this could be any amount. 
Councilmember Mark Smith referred to the second section, item 6, I-5/196th Street Intersection - Phase C: Collector /Distributor Braided Ramp and asked for confirmation that they would not be cutting off the exit ramp from I-5 southbound. Mr. Mach replied that they had found that 10-15% of the traffic at certain time periods was actually in need of that movement so the project will be moving forward as intended.
Councilmember Mark Smith then asked what the intention was of Project #41, 52nd Avenue W between 168th Street SW and 176th Street SW.  Mr. Mach stated that there are no funds at this time, but if they got funding they would work with residents out there as to what the ultimate configuration would look like for a typical roadway section. The intent is to improve that segment of roadway to add curb, gutter, and sidewalks and also to add some turning lanes and bike lanes. Councilmember Mark Smith asked if they would be widening the road. Staff replied that they had no plans for that. Councilmember Mark Smith was pleased to hear that as he had concerns about speeding if the road were widened. Assistant PW Director Elekes added that 52 Avenue W is a classic leftover street from the County with a hodgepodge of developments and frontage improvements. It needs standard improvements if and when funding is available. 

Councilmember Mark Smith then referred to page 90.2A-3 in the second section, Intersection Improvements, Project #52: Roundabout/Traffic Signal at 52nd Avenue W and 176th Street SW.  He stated that he has recommended an actual signal there because this is a hazardous intersection. Mr. Mach stated that there has not been a determination as to whether this will be a roundabout or a traffic signal.
Councilmember Utter asked why the Lynnwood Link Trolley Feasibility Study was on the Six-Year TIP. Mr. Mach replied that the 20-year list had the project in there and so did the Capital Facilities Plan. The project should not have been removed from the prior lists so it was added again to be consistent with the other plans. Assistant Director Franz further commented on the history of this item.

Councilmember Utter then asked if Item F on page 90.2A-3, Traffic Signal/Turn Lane, Sears Driveway, was partially funded with traffic mitigation money. Director Franz stated that they have been working with the mall lately regarding their potential future expansion. This is within the six-year window that they could be required to put in a signal at that location. The project involves adding a south-bound right-turn pocket into Sears at the mall. It is partially funded because of projected mitigations.
Councilmember Utter then asked when the Interurban Bridge and Trail (item 19) would be going to bid. Mr. Mach thought that advertisements should occur on Tuesday, July 21.

Councilmember Simmonds referred to Pedestrian Facilities and Trails on page 90.2A-3, item 48 – Pedestrian Signal at SR-99 and 180th Street SW and discussed earlier public testimony in support of a traffic signal at that intersection. He asked if a traffic signal would be considered for this intersection. Mr. Mach replied that staff would need to discuss this with the Council at a later date. He was aware of the requests for the City to look at a full signal there and of the history of that intersection in the 1990’s. Staff is currently working with WSDOT on this and has not come to a full conclusion. Mayor Gough noted that Council had made a policy decision in the past that there would not be through-streets; therefore there would not be a signal there. Councilmember Jim Smith discussed safety aspects of this issue. He believed Council’s position had been that perhaps a pedestrian signal would be open for discussion. Mayor Gough emphasized that staff is bringing forth an item that is totally consistent with direct direction by the Council on that particular area. Councilmember Simmonds discussed the future expansion to the license bureau at that location, which would result in increased traffic volume at that intersection. There are also issues with larger vehicles not being able to go in certain directions there and ending up going back through the neighborhoods. He recommended revisiting this issue before going forward with a pedestrian signal.
Councilmember Simmonds then referred to the City Center Street Grid Master Street Plan and asked if this was assuming any help with funding from developers or investors. Mr. Mach stated that they removed a couple key connections in the grid system that were critical for capacity improvements and they added them to the City Center as a separate line item. Those include 42nd Avenue West between 200th and 194th and the 194th Street SW Connection.
Councilmember Simmonds then referred to Recurring Annual Programs: Overlay Program and asked about funding. Mr. Mach stated that gas tax funds would be used for this.

Councilmember Simmonds asked if the Sidewalk and Walkway Program if the total was part of the skeleton system. Staff replied that it was. This would be the program going forward that could fund construction of new sidewalks and walkways. The “P” is because there are some grants for this.

Councilmember Jim Smith referred to item 43 on the map on 90.2A-4. He asked if any consideration had been done on punching 204th all the way through to the Park and Ride. Staff discussed the high-category wetland and Scriber Creek that go through there which would make it very expensive, if not impossible, to go all the way through. Councilmember Jim Smith recommended looking into pedestrian options for this area.
Councilmember Utter asked if there would be any negative implications of moving the trolley out to 2011. Mr. Mach stated that this would be immaterial since there is no funding associated with it. Councilmember Utter expressed concern about this project at this time.
Councilmember Hikel referred to item D, on page 90.2A-2, the Poplar Extension Bridge and asked if they would have the same kind of state aid in doing that project that they would have on the 196th interchange. Mr. Mach stated that they may get some design funds toward that in this most recent round of federal grant funding. He added that this was the number one project that came out of the access study done several years ago. Staff is very hopeful that it will rate well in the future. Assistant PW Director Elekes stated that they are waiting on federal re-appropriation of roughly $1.2 of federal grants. Councilmember Hikel expressed stressed the importance of this project.
Motion made by Councilmember Utter, seconded by Council President Ross, to adopt Ordinance No. 2791, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE COMPREHENSIVE ARTERIAL AND STREET PLAN FOR THE CITY OF LYNNWOOD; ADOPTING A SIX YEAR COMPREHENSIVE TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM: 2010-2015 FOR THE CITY OF LYNNWOOD TO BE FILED WITH THE DIRECTOR OF HIGHWAYS AND THE TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT BOARD; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY, AN EFFECTIVE DATE, AND FOR SUMMARY PUBLICATION.” Upon a roll call vote, the motion passed unanimously (7-0).
The hearing was closed at 8:17 p.m.

90.3 UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
100.
NEW BUSINESS 
Councilmember Simmonds reported that they received notice from AWC regarding Initiative 1033. He requested that staff look at this for potential impacts on budget discussions. Mayor Gough stated that he and the Finance Director have copies of that and area looking into this right now. He will schedule a briefing on this with the Council President when they have more information.
110.

STAFF REPORTS - None
90.4 OTHER BUSINESS ITEMS 

A.
Executive Session – Land Acquisition
Council recessed at 8:20 p.m. before reconvening into Executive Session for 15 minutes from 8:25 p.m. to 8:40 p.m. for the purpose of discussing a land acquisition matter involving the Edmonds School District. 
There was no business following the Executive Session and Council immediately adjourned. 
120. 
ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m.



Don Gough, Mayor

John Moir
Finance Director
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