
CITY OF LYNNWOOD

CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

June 8, 2009
10.
CALL TO ORDER - The June 8, 2009 Business Meeting of the Lynnwood City Council, held in the Council Chambers of Lynnwood City Hall, was called to order by Mayor Gough at 7:00 p.m. The flag salute was led by Councilmember Loren Simmonds.
20.


	ROLL CALL
	Others Attending:

	Mayor Don Gough
	Police Chief Jensen

	Council President Ruth Ross
	Fire Chief Olson

	Council Vice President Stephanie Wright
	Assistant Chief Gates

	Councilmember Ted Hikel
	Community Development Director Krauss

	Councilmember Loren Simmonds
	Planning Manager Garrett

	Councilmember Jim Smith
	City Attorney Frimodt

	Councilmember Mark Smith
	Labor Relations Program Manager Itaoka

	Councilmember Lisa Utter
	Human Resources Director Hall

	
	

	Council Assistant Beth Morris
	

	Executive Asst. Stephanie Simpson
	


____________________________________________________________________________________

30.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A. Business Meeting 5/26/2009
B. Work Session 6/01/2009

Motion made by Council President Ross, seconded by Council Vice President Wright, to approve the Business Meeting 5/26/2009 minute.

Councilmember Hikel referred to page 2 of 6 of the 5/26 Business Meeting minutes. On line 5, he noted that “the” should be replaced with “a”. There was consensus to approve this amendment.

Motion passed unanimously to approve the minutes with the above-mentioned amendment.

40. MESSAGES AND PAPERS FROM THE MAYOR 

Mayor Gough recognized Lynnwood Elementary School’s multi-cultural event, FAME. He commended the event and the school’s theme song.
50.
COUNCIL COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
50.1 Councilmember Ted Hikel announced that the Federal Transit Administration has presented an award to Community Transit for its success in enhancing ridership.
50.2 Councilmember Stephanie Wright invited everyone to the grand opening celebration of the North Lynnwood Park, also known as Dragon Park on June 11 at 2 p.m. She noted that this project and the renovation at Daleway Park were both funded by a grant from the Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program. She thanked staff for securing the grant for our city.

50.3 Council President Ruth Ross recognized the VFW Post for their Memorial Day event on May 30. She reported that the Arts Commission went on a studio tour of the artist who will be doing the artwork for the SWIFT bus stations. 

50.4 Councilmember Jim Smith discussed the upcoming primaries. He renewed his request for information in regard to one of the city employees. He also renewed his request for information about charges for garbage collection during inclement weather last December. 

50.5 Councilmember Utter invited the public to a conversation about health care and health care disparities in our community this Friday at Cedar Valley at 6:00 p.m. This will be sponsored by the Neighborhood and Diversity Commission, the Family Center, and Edmonds School District, Stevens Hospital and many others. She was pleased to see the American Ideals Oratory this year and noted that she was honored to be one of the judges for the event. She thanked Sarah Treworgy at Alderwood Middle School who is the organizer of this event.

50.6 Councilmember Mark Smith had no comments.

50.7 Councilmember Loren Simmonds commented that on August 14 the Parks and Recreation Foundation is staging their first annual charity golf tournament at Lynnwood’s golf course. Anyone interested in participating should contact Mr. Lynn Sordel, Director or Parks and Recreation Department. He also had the opportunity to be one of the judges for the American Ideals Oratory contest. He commended all of the participants in the event.

60. PRESENTATIONS AND PROCLAMATIONS 
A. Presentation: American Ideals Oratory

The three winners of the Ninth Annual Oratory Competition for Alderwood Middle School gave their winning speeches to the Council and others in attendance. The three winners were: Monique Khim (Abigail Adams' Speech); 
Frank Koenig (Abraham Lincoln's Speech); and Nico Malig (Cesar Chavez' Speech). 

71. WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS AND PETITIONS - None
80.
CITIZENS COMMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
80.1
Leonard Daniel, 5508 Firwood Drive, Lynnwood, WA 98036, asked the Council to reconsider the fee the City currently charges to have water turned back on. He expressed concern about the hardship this could have on families who are already struggling.
80.2
Al Rutledge, 7101 Lake Ballinger Way, Edmonds, spoke regarding the city manager position. He also discussed the plastic bag issue in Edmonds. He also informed the Council of topics discussed at the Snohomish County Council. Finally, he reported on a district forum for democrats he recently attended.
90.
BUSINESS ITEMS AND OTHER MATTERS

90.1 UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGENDA
Councilmember Jim Smith moved for unanimous consent of the following item:

A. Voucher Approval

Approve claims and payroll in the amount of $1,721,417.79 and $1,129,423.24 respectively, and that the lists be made a part of the record of this Council meeting.

Motion passed unanimously.

90.4D
EXECUTIVE SESSION

In order to accommodate the schedule of Assistant Fire Chief Gates who had to attend another meeting, with unanimous consent the Council, Executive Session was held at 7:35 for the purpose of discussing firefighter negotiations. It was expected to last 15 minutes. Council recessed at 7:31 into Executive Session which began at 7:35 and lasted until 7:50. The Mayor extended the meeting five minutes until 7:55 p.m. The Regular Council Business Meeting resumed at 7:55 p.m.
90.2 PUBLIC HEARINGS OR MEETINGS 
90.3 UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
90.4 OTHER BUSINESS ITEMS 

A. Ordinance: School Zone Photo Enforcement

Chief Jensen reviewed this item and recommended approval. 
Councilmember Utter discussed an issue related to pedestrian crossing at Cedar Valley. Chief Jensen indicated that Edmonds School District would provide a pedestrian plan. Public Works would then determine how that would function. Councilmember Utter asked about rules related to crossing state highways. Staff replied that they were not aware of any rules regarding students not being allowed to cross a state highway. Councilmember Utter expressed concern about having students cross a highway.
Councilmember Utter asked how the fines had been determined. Chief Jensen stated that they followed the practices followed by other jurisdictions. 
Council President Ross asked about having a report back to Council in six months to a year. Chief Jensen stated that they plan to report back on the efficiency of the system at six-month intervals following initiation of the program at the beginning of the school year.

Councilmember Jim Smith asked how many accidents there have been involving school children in the City of Lynnwood in the last year. Chief Jensen indicated there have been 55 accidents at both of these school zone areas, but clarified that their program does not allow them to distinguish the kind of accidents that those were. Councilmember Jim Smith had concerns about not having data to support this. He expressed concern about the photo enforcement in lieu of real officers. Chief Jensen replied that there has been a good deal of anecdotal complaints about speeding vehicles in school zones. He stated that they do not have the staffing to address all of the needs.
Councilmember Jim Smith asked how soon they could cancel this if they decided to after the six-month report. Chief Jensen replied that the contract is for five years. The City would pay the fees whether or not the cameras were being utilized. Councilmember Jim Smith noted that he was not present when this was adopted. He stated he was not comfortable with this, but that he would be supporting it. Chief Jensen commented that the school board was very supportive of this. 
Motion made by Councilmember Hikel, seconded by Councilmember Simmonds, to adopt Ordinance No. 2789, “AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LYNNWOOD, WASHINGTON, AMENDING CHAPTER 11.18 OF THE LYNNWOOD MUNICIPAL CODE RELATING TO THE USE OF AUTOMATED TRAFFIC SAFETY CAMERAS IN SCHOOL ZONES; AND PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY, AN EFFECTIVE DATE AND SUMMARY PUBLICATION.” 

Councilmember Hikel spoke in support of the ordinance. 
Councilmember Utter asked about the rules in the driver’s manual regarding speeds in a school zone. Commander Steichen was not sure, but noted that the statute doesn’t define the fact that children have to be present. Mayor Gough added that they would be installing signs stating the time periods that the cameras would be active. Councilmember Utter responded to a letter from Dennis Larson which contained questions about the enforcement. She stated that the signs would be changed to indicate both the hours and that the speed limit is 20 mph when the lights are flashing. The intention of the city is that a violation of 6 to 15 mph over the posted speed limit will be a fine of $124 and a violation of 16 mph or over would be a fine of $250. The times of day will also be posted. 

Motion made by Councilmember Utter that time will be scheduled on the Council agenda to respond to the report when it comes back and that there be a register of the input that they get from the community about this. Councilmember Jim Smith raised a Point of Order since this was a scheduling motion and should be handled later. Councilmember Hikel concurred. Mayor Gough also concurred. Councilmember Utter withdrew her motion.

Councilmember Mark Smith expressed support for enhancing public safety, especially around school zones. He asked for clarification on 90.4A-10 regarding the conditions for this to be in effect. Chief Jensen stated that all three conditions must be in effect for the cameras to be used. There was discussion about the specifics of the camera/video surveillance and legal validity of this system.
Upon a roll call vote, the motion to adopt Ordinance No. 2789 passed 6-1 with Council Vice President Wright voting against the motion. 
Councilmember Utter made a scheduling motion that after the initial six-month test period, the Council would schedule a work session to review and discuss this in March of 2010. Furthermore, all comments received would be gathered by the police department and made part of that report. The motion was seconded by Council President Ross and passed unanimously.
Council recessed from 8:27 to 8:35 p.m.

B. Ordinance: Annexing the Maple Precinct

Motion made by Councilmember Hikel, seconded by Councilmember Simmonds, to adopt Ordinance No. 2790, “AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LYNNWOOD, WASHINGTON, ANNEXING TO THE CITY OF LYNNWOOD THE APPROXIMATELY 33-ACRE AREA KNOWN AS THE MAPLE PRECINCT; PROVIDING FOR ZONING FOR THE ANNEXED AREA; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE AND FOR SUMMARY PUBLICATION.” 
Councilmember Hikel expressed appreciation for the work staff has done, that the residents of the area have positively looked upon this annexation and that the boundary review board has approved it. He asked if these new citizens would be voting in the November election. Mayor Gough believed that they would be if everything went on schedule, but this would be confirmed later.

Councilmember Simmonds recommended that there be an official welcoming of the people of the Maple Precinct. Mayor Gough concurred. He thanked the individuals who helped with this effort.
Upon a roll call vote, the motion passed unanimously.
C. Discuss, Deliberate & Take Possible Action: Grant – Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance

Chief Jensen reviewed this item. 

Motion made by Councilmember Jim Smith, seconded by Council President Ruth Ross, to approve the acceptance of the Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant in the amount of $17,741.00 to fund the purchase of biological hazard drying cabinet and that the Mayor is authorized to sign any documents necessary in order complete the grant activity. Motion passed unanimously.
100.

NEW BUSINESS 
Councilmember Ted Hikel moved, Council President Ruth Ross seconded, that the full agenda for the June 13 Council Retreat be published in eCouncil and on the City of Lynnwood Council website link. Motion passed unanimously.
Councilmember Jim Smith suggested looking again at expenditures for the recreation center remodel.
Councilmember Utter requested that the budget issues and coming cuts should be at the top of the agenda.
Councilmember Jim Smith stated that he would need to leave the retreat around noon to attend his daughter’s college graduation.
110.

STAFF REPORTS - None
120. 
ADJOURNMENT

Motion made by Councilmember Jim Smith, seconded by Hikel, to adjourn the meeting. Motion passed unanimously.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 p.m.



Don Gough, Mayor

John Moir
Finance Director
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